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BEFORE THE 
REGIONAL ADMlNISTRA TOR OF THE 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 4 

} 

GASP, Dorothy Davis, and Eddie Jimmy } 

Hollaway, } 

Petitioners. } _________________________ } 

PETITION FOR PRELil\UNARY ASSESSMENT 
OF RELEASE OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES 

Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 9605(d) and 40 C.F.R. § 300.420(b)(5), the Petitioners identified 

herein petition the Regional Administrator of the United States Environmental Protection Agency 

-Region 4 to direct the Agency to perfonn a preliminary assessment of the hazards to public 

health and the environment which are associated with the release of hazardous substances as 

desctibed herein. 

PETITIONERS 

GASP is an Alabama non-profit membership corporation created on May 13, 2009. Its 

purpose is to further the conservation, preservation, protection, maintenance, improvement, and 

enhancement of human health and the environment on behalf of its members and in the public 

interest. GASP has members who reside in Tarrant, Alabama. GASP's address is 732 

Montgomery Highway #405, Birmingham, AL 35216, and its phone number is (205) 541-3746. 

Dorothy Davis resides at I 056 Overton A venue in Tarrant, Alabama with her two 

daughters. Her residence is less than 700 feet from the ABC Coke facility boundary. Figure 1. 

She has resided there for approximately 28 years. She has resided in Tan<1nt, Alabama since 



1951. Her residence is now owned by her daughter, Stella J. Davis. She has grown and eaten 

produce from a vegetable garden on her property, including string beans, okra, and tomatoes. 

She has also grown flowers. including roses, on her property. Her vegetable and flower 

gardening activities have resulted in contact with the soil. Her two grandchildren visit and play 

in her yard two or more times per week. Her phone number is (205) 841-5074. Ms. Davis is a 

member of GASP. 

Eddie Jimmy Ho11away resides at 1315 Prosch Avenue, in Tarrant, Alabama with his wife 

and granddaughter. His residence is less than 2,500 feet from the ABC Coke facility boundary. 

Figure I. He has resided in Tarrant, Alabama for four years. He has grown tomatoes at his 

residence. He has been exposed to the soil when laying on the ground to do vehicle maintenance 

and when operating the lawn mower. His phone number is (205) 637-5080. Mr. Hollaway is a 

member of GASP. 

RELEASES 

The facility known today as ABC Coke is located at Alabama Street and Huntsville 

Avenue in Tarrant, Alabama approximately 1.9 miles northwest of the Birrningham

Shuttlesworth International Airport (npproximately Latitude 33.582714° North and Longitude 

86.780429° West). It has been in operation since approximately 1918. Today it is owned and 

operated by Drummond Company, Inc. The ABC Coke facility produces coke and coke by

products that are sold or used in the coking process. ABC Coke is the largest merchant producer 

of foundry coke in the United States. The facility includes 132 coke ovens with an annual 

capacity of 730,000 tons of saleable coke. In 20 12. ABC Coke produced 731 ,611 tons of coke. 



FIGURE 1 
Locations of ABC Coke and Petitioners' Residences 

Throughout its operational history, the ABC Coke facility has emitted toxic and 

hazardous pollutants into the air. See e.g., Tables I and 2. Among these pollutants are Arsenic~ 

Lead and Polycyclic Organic Matter, including Benzo[a]pyrene and other Polycyclic Aromatic 

Hydrocarbons. Arsenic, Lead, and Polycyclic Organic Matter are designated as hazardous 

substances under 42 U.S.C. ~ 9602(a) and 40 C.F.R. § 302.4(a). 
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Universe of Constituents of Coke Oven Emissions 
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TABLE 2 
Toxic/Hazardous Air Pollutant Emissions from ABC Coke 

TOXIC'/HAZARDOUS" AIR POUUTANTS 
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1 2 4-TRIMETHYLBErJZEtJE' 95636 0 NR NR O.G27 NR 
AMMONIA' 766"17 8.177 8.063 8.063 7.377 8.063 

ANTtiRACENE' 120127 009 NR NR 0.091 NR 
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ETHYLENE• 74851 10.1055 NR NR 8.8345 NR 
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NAPHTHALENE': 91203 2.445 2.56 2.56 2.20A 2.671 
PHENAtJTtiRENE' 85018 0 3505 NR NR 0.3525 NR 
FHENOL.: 10!!952 0 63 0.63 0.63 0.561 0 561 
POLYCYCLIC AROM AT>C HYOROCARBONS/ CMPDS/ORGANIC MATTER' N590 0 6295 0.112 0.112 0.6325 0.626 
PROPYLENE' 115071 1 -'11 tlR NR 0.898 NR 

PROPYLENE OXI OE1: 75569 NR 0.843 0.843 NA 0 
STYRENES: 100425 0 0195 0.019 0.019 0.031 0 031 
TOLUENEt: 10!!883 3 5!35 3,523 3,583 3.0975 3 097 
XYLENE (MIXED ISOMERS I': 13~207 0 479 0.478 0.478 0.403 0.::03 

Between ABC Coke and the Airport lies a densely populated residential area outlined in 

red in Figure 2. The 2010 Census indicates that this residential area has a population exceeding 

8,000, including more that 2,400 children. For decades, the hazardous substances released from 

the ABC Coke facility have been carried by wind currents and deposited onto the soil, structural 

surfaces, and gardens of residential properties in Tarrant, Alabama. Figure 3 shows a wind rose 

plot for the nearby Birmingham-Shuttlesworth International Airport (BHM) for the period 1970 

to 2013. 



FIGURE 2 
Drummond Co. Inc., ABC Coke Division and N 
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FIGURE3 

[BHMJ BtRMINGHAM MUNI 
Windrose Plot [All Year] 
Period of Record: 01 ]an 1970 - 06 Oct 2013 
Obs Count: 381530 Calij' : 23.0% Avg Speed: 6.3 mph 
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Human exposure to Arsenic-, Lead-, and Benzo[a]pyrene-contaminated soil poses a significant 

threat to public health. lngestion and inhalation are the primary pathways of exposure. Another 

pathway of exposure is ingestion of garden produce that has absorbed the contaminants or has 

airborne deposition of the contaminants. Arsenic and Benzo[a]pyrene are classified as 

carcinogenic contaminants. Lead can affect almost every organ in the body but is especially a 

concern for young or unborn children. Lead affects the mental and physical growth of these most 

vulnerable people. Continued exposure to concentrations of Arsenic, Lead, and Benzo[a]pyrene 

may pose chronic health effects, including increased incidence of cancer, to persons living in 

impacted communities. 



Less than one-mile southwest of the ABC Coke facility is a similar facility that 

manufactures foundry and fitmace coke as well as coke by-products. The facility, which has 122 

coke ovens, is now owned and operated by Walter Coke, Inc. It has been in operation since 

approximately 1919. Throughout its operational history, the Walter Coke facility has emitted 

toxic and hazardous pollutants into the air, including Arsenic, Lead, and Polycyclic Organic 

Matter, including Benzo[a]pyrene and other Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons. For decades, 

the hazardous substances released from the Walter Coke facility have been carried by wind 

currents and deposited onto the soil, structural surtaces, and gardens of residential properties in 

the Collegeville, Fainnont, and Harriman Park Neighborhoods. After perfonning a site 

assessment in these Neighborhoods, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency detennined that 

soils in the Collegeville, Fainnont, and Harriman Park Neighborhoods are contaminated with 

Arsenic and Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons including Benzo[a]pyrene to a degree that this 

contamination poses a threat to public health and requires a time-critical removal action. See 

J\4emorandum.fi·om R.J. Jardine 10 Fran/in E. Hill Re: Request for a Time-Critical Removal 

Action at the 35th Avenue Site, Birmingham, Jefferson County, A labama, Sep. 25, 2013, 

available at http://www. epaosc.vrglsires/6845/files!Acticm'' , ](}Afemo"u2025SEP IJ.pdf The 

contamination site, known as the "35th Avenue Superfund Site," surrounds the sources of the 

contamination- primarily the Walter Coke facility. Figure 4. 



FIGURE4 
35th A venue Superfund Site 
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The Petitioners believe that contamination similar to that found in the Collegeville, 

Fairmont, and Harriman Park Neighborhoods surrounding the Walter Coke facility are likely to 

be found in the residential areas ofTarrant shown in Figure 2 near the ABC Coke facility. 



Request 

For the foregoing reasons, Petitioners request that the Regional Administrator of the 

United States Environmental Protection Agency direct that the Agency perform a preliminary 

assessment of the hazards to public health and the environment which are associated with the 

release of hazardous substances by the ABC Coke facility in the residential area shown in Figure 

2. 

Respectfully submitted. 

David A. Ludder 
Law Office of David A. Ludder, PLLC 
9150 McDougal Ct. 
Tallahassee, Florida 32312-4208 
Tel. (850) 386-5671 
Fax (267) 873-5848 

Attorney for Petitioners 


